8     LEGEND OP THE BURMESE BUDDHA.

vied in beauty with the Nats. But foreseeing the ruin
and misery that was soon to come upon thorn all, Buddha
exhorted his disciples to entertain a thorough contempt
for things that are dazzling to the eyes, but essentially
perishable and unreal in their nature. The princes were
greatly disappointed at the preference given to the cour-
tesan. On the following day, Gaudama went to the grove
of mango-trees, attended by all his Rahans. After the
meal, Apapalika presented the grove to Gaudama, who
readily accepted the pious gift.

Having remained a while on this spot, Buddha went to
the village of Weluwa, where he spent the forty-fifth and
the last season. There he assembled the Rahans and said
to them : "I intend to spend the season in this place, but
you have my permission to go and remain in the neigh-
bouring districts." The reason that induced him to part
for a while with his disciples wras the smallness of the
place and the difficulty of procuring rice, whilst in the
contiguous districts there were many monasteries and an
abundance of all the necessaries of life. He would not,
however, allow then! to withdraw to too great a distance,
for two reasons : first, because he knew that in ten months
hence he would attain the state of Neibbaii; and, second,
because he desired to see them assembled in his place
several times every month, that he might have oppor-
tunity to preach the law, and deliver to them his final
instructions.

Whilst he was living in that place Buddha was visited
with a most painful distemper, which threw him into a
state of prolonged agony. But owing to the absence of
his disciples, and knowing besides that this was not the
spot he was to select for his last moments, he overcame,
by his incomparable power, the evil influence of the
illness, and entering soon into a state of absolute trance,
he remained therein for a while. Awakening from that
situation, he appeared anew with his strength and usual
vigour. When he came out from the monastery to take